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Preface
The Legal Environment of Business: A Critical Thinking Approach, 7th 
edition, is exactly what its name implies: a comprehensive textbook that not 
only helps students develop a thorough understanding of the legal environment 
of business, but also enhances their ability to engage in critical thinking and 
ethical analysis. Students thus develop the knowledge and skills necessary to 
survive in an increasingly competitive global environment.

The initial motivation for this book was the authors’ perceptions that there 
was no legal environment book available that explicitly and adequately facili-
tated the development of students’ critical thinking skills. Nor was there a book 
that really integrated ethical analysis throughout the text.

Some people may argue that the traditional method of case analysis allows 
students to develop their critical thinking skills. The problem with this approach, 
however, is that it focuses only on the analytical skills, while ignoring the evalu-
ative component that is really the essence of critical thinking; it also lacks an 
ethics component. To engage in critical thinking necessarily includes consider-
ation of the impact of values on the outcome being considered.

The use of cases in the legal environment of business classroom, however, can 
provide an excellent opportunity for the development of students’ critical thinking 
abilities when the traditional case method is modified to emphasize development 
of these critical thinking skills. Additionally, as the students enhance their critical 
thinking skills, their understanding of the substance of the law also improves.

The following components of The Legal Environment of Business: A Critical 
Thinking Approach ensure that our goal of developing critically thinking 
students who understand the important concepts of business law and the legal 
environment of business is attained.

•	An explicit critical thinking model developed by the author of the 
best-selling critical thinking textbook is set forth in the first chapter. 
An eight-step model has as its base the traditional method of case analy-
sis, but adds crucial critical thinking questions that also incorporate ethical 
analysis. The steps are clearly explained, and students are encouraged to 
apply the steps to every case in the text.

•	Additional critical thinking and ethical analysis questions incorpo-
rated at the beginning of each chapter and after selected cases. These 
additional questions help to reinforce the skills emphasized in the model.

•	 “Thinking Critically about Relevant Legal Issues” essays at the end 
of each chapter, which give students additional opportunities to  
develop their critical thinking skills. These essays, found at the end of 
each chapter, allow students to extend their use of their newly developed 
critical thinking skills beyond cases to the kinds of arguments they will 
encounter in their daily lives.

Other Points of Distinction
•	 Explicit links connecting the law to other disciplines. This text is the 

only legal environment book to respond to the call for more integration 
among courses in colleges of business. “Linking Law and Business” boxes 
explicitly state how the law in an area directly affects or is affected by a con-
cept in one of the core areas of business, such as accounting, management, 
and marketing. These boxes appear in every chapter.

•	A balanced mix of classic and current cases. This book contains many 
of the most significant classic and contemporary cases, including key U.S. 
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Supreme Court decisions handed down as recently as 2013. Whenever 
possible, cases were chosen that not only demonstrate important concepts 
but also contain fact situations that would interest students.

•	 Emphasis on the global environment. Many of our students will be 
working in countries other than the United States, and U.S. companies 
will have many dealings with foreign companies. Thus, an understanding 
of the global environment is essential for today’s business student. This 
text emphasizes the importance of the global environment by using both 
the stand-alone and infusion approaches. Chapter 9 focuses explicitly on 
the global environment of business, and then we integrate global consid-
erations into every chapter with our global dimensions sections and our 
“Comparative Law Corner,” which allows students to see how U.S. law 
compares to that of other nations around the world. The feature can also 
sensitize students to the idea that if something is not working well in our 
country, it might make sense to see how some other countries address 
similar issues. Examples include:

•	 Eminent domain in Germany

•	 The judicial system in Germany

•	 Corporate speech in Canada

•	Unions in Sweden

•	 Pollution controls in Japan

•	 For Future Reading feature. We all want our students to become lifelong 
learners, and we especially want them to continue learning about the law. 
But how do they know where to go? This feature, found at the end of each 
chapter, provides a short list of books and articles related to the material in 
each chapter that interested students may read to learn more about the new 
areas of law they have just discovered.

New to This Edition
•	 Added an exciting new pedagogical feature to every chapter beginning 

with Chapter 4. This new feature, “Applying the Law to the Facts,” provides 
periodic hypothetical situations to which the students apply legal concepts 
they have just learned. This feature allows the students to continually check 
their understanding of new legal concepts as they read the material.

•	 Reorganized and updated the cyber law material by integrating it throughout 
the book in the chapters where it is substantively appropriate, rather than 
grouping it all in one cyberlaw chapter.

•	Discussion of recent significant changes in the law that may have an ef-
fect on business, such as the overturning of the Defense of Marriage Act, 
discussed in Chapters 5 and 18.

•	Updated cases. Cases in this edition have been significantly updated. We 
have retained the classic cases from the previous edition, as well as those 
that students find especially interesting or that do an exceptional job of illus-
trating an important point of law. All of the other cases have been replaced 
by more current cases that will be of greater interest to our students and that 
capture the most current changes in the law. A few examples of new cases 
include:

•	 AT&T Mobility LLC v. Concepcion et ux (Chapter 4)

•	 Florida v. Jardines (Chapter 5)

•	 Bilski v. Kappos (Chapter 14)

•	 Vance v. Ball State University (Chapter 21)
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